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REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1955 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


It  gives  me  pleasure  to  submit  my  report  on  the  health  of  the  district 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1955* 

This  year,  an.  attempt  has  been  made  to  present  the  information  in  a 
more  interesting  and  up  to  date  manner  by  the  introduction  of  graphs  and 
charts  in  the  text  of  the  report. 

Over  the  years  a  comprehensive  health  service  has  been  developed  to 
provide  for  the  varying  needs  of  the  individual,  and  the  passing  of  the 
National  Health  Services  Act  in  1946  was  an  important  landmark  in  the  history 
of  Public  Health  in  this  Country. 

All  the  Health  Services  are  under  the  general  control  of  the  Minister 
of  Health  but  the  day  to  day  administration  is  carried  out  by  various 
Committees  and  Local  Authorities. 

The  passing  of  this  Act  provided  for  the  first  time  a  complete 
Medical  Service  free  of  charge  for  every  citizen  in  the  country.  In  addition 
to  the  services  of  the  general  practitioner,  one  became  entitled  to  the 
various  consultant  services,  and  if  required,  hospital  treatment. 

The  personal  health  services  are  administered  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council  in  Worsley  and  include  midwifery,  child  welfare,  school  health, 
home  nursing,  care  of  the  aged  and'  the  provision  of  an  ambulance  service,  day 
nurseries  and  the  immunisation  against  disease. 

The  local  health  department  is  responsible  for  the  supervision  and 
control  of  infectious  diseases  and  for  matters  concerning  general  sanitation 
which  includes  the  attainment  of  a  clean  atmosphere,  wholesome  drinking  water, 
good  housing  and  a  safe  food  supply. 

The  achievements  of  these  services  are  indicated  by  the  dramatic  fall 
in  mortality  rates  and  the  increase  in  the  expectation  of  life. 

Smallpox  is  no  longer  an  endemic  disease  of  this  country  but  there  is 
always  the  danger  of  its  introduction  from  foreign  lands  through  our  ports  and 
airfields.  I  am  alarmed  at  the  decline  in  the  number  of  primary  vaccinations 
and  I  would  urge  parents  of  young  children  to  have  them  vaccinated  because 
small  pox  is  a  horrible  infection  and  a  deadly  one. 

Plague,  cholera,  typhus  fever  are  also  diseases  of  the  past  in  this 
country  and  diphtheria  is  rapidly  becoming  so.  Whooping  Cough  is  still 
prevelant  but  I  hope  that  more  and  more  mothers  will  take  advantage  of  the 
combined  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  for  their 
children.  Tuberculosis  is  not  now  the  hopeless  disease  of  not  many  years  ago; 
cures  are  being  made  daily. 

Whilst  we  can  claim  success  in  the  control  of  many  of  the  more  serious 
infectious  diseases  there  is  no  room  for  complacency.  Others  are  on  the 
increase  notably  sonne^  dysentery,  food  poisoning  and  poliomyelitis. 
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There  is  also  need  for  further  research  in  the  prevention  and  cure  of 
those  diseases  causing  disability  but  not  death.  As  a  result  of  investigations 
by  a  Group  of  Doctors  it  was  found  that  respiratory  diseases  were  the  main 
cause  of  disability,.  Their  enquiries  revealed  that  about  10  per  cent  of  the 
population  visit  their  doctors  each  year  with  the  common  cold  and  about  the 
same  percentage  with  bronchitis,  acute  tonsillitis  and  otitis  (ear  trouble). 
About  8  per  cent  attend  for  influenza  and  slightly  less  for  various  types 
of  rheumatism. 

It  is  also  a  matter  for  concern  that  approximately  a  quarter  of 
hospital  and  institutional  beds  are  occupied  by  mental  cases  and  it  is 
considered  that  the  number  of  persons  suffering  from  mental  disorder  is 
increasing  by  several  hundreds  each  year.  There  also  appears  to  be  a  higher 
proportion  of  organic  disease  of  the  nervous  system  than  formerly. 

Turning  to  local  affairs,  I  am  pleased  to  state  that,  on  the  whole, 
the  health  of  the  district  has  been  good. 

The  population  continues  to  grow  and  is  now  estimated  to  be  3^  ,720. 

The  birth  rate  of  14.4  is  slightly  less  than  last  year  and  below  the 
national  rate,  and  the  death  rate  of  10.9  is  well  below  the  national  rate 
of  11.7 


There  was  one  maternal  death,  and  eleven  infants  failed  to  reach  the 
age  of  one  year. 

Fifty  deaths  were  due  to  cancer,  and  cardio  vascular  complaints  were 
responsible  for  135  deaths. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  measles  from  282  to 
310.  Scarlet  Fever  again  proved  to  be  mild  in  character  and  forty  cases, 
eight  fewer  than  last  year,  were  notified.  Food  poisoning  (20  cases)  and 
dysentery  (77  cases)  show  an  increase  over  last  year. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year  but  there  was  one 
case  of  poliomyelitis. 

The  Council  have  built  1,184  houses  (including  50  temporary 
bungalows)  for  Worsley  people  since  1946  and  I  think  it  is  true  to  say  that 
the  majority  of  needful  cases  have  now  been  housed.  However,  there  is  still 
a  considerable  waiting  list  of  people  for  Council  houses,  many  of  whom  are 
already  occupying  a  separate  house.  They  are,  quite  rightly,  desirous  of 
a  better  type  of  house  than  that  in  which  they  are  living,  which  often  lack 
the  amenities  of  the  post  war  council  houses. 

Though  these  applicants  may  have  had  their  names  on  the  list  for 
several  years  I  believe  that  priority  should  be  given  to  the  following 
classes  of  applicants 

1.  Thogs suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

20  Cases  supported  by  medical  certificates. 

3.  Those  living  in  overcrowded  conditions  and  lodgers 
sharing  accommodation.  (When  such  overcrowding 
has  not  been  deliberately  caused) 

Those  living  in  unfit  houses. 
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I  would  also  ask  the  Council  not  to  overlook  applicants  merely 
"because  they  are  considered  undesirable  tenants,  but  to  regard  housing  as 
a  social  service  and  give  these  people  a  chance  to  make  good,  especially 
for  ’the  sake  of  their  children.  Once  in  a  council  house  they  would  come 
under  the  supervision  of  your  Welfare  Officer  who  would  endeavour  to  direct 
them  into  a  new  way  of  life.  For  those  who  do  not  respond  the  Council  have 
certain  powers  for  dealing  with  them. 

I  thank  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  the  staff  of  the 
department  and  my  colleagues  of  other  departments  for  their  help  and 

c  o- ops  rat i on . 


I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  obediently, 


M.  K.  CARROLL 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
2,  Bolton  Road, 

WALKDEN, 

Near  Manchester, 
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Physical  Features  and  Soci al  Condi t i ons 


The  Area  of  the  Urban  District  is  7 <>242  acres  and  is  bounded  on 
the  north  by  the  Borough  of  Farnworth  and  the  Urban  District  of  Kearsley, 
the  Borough  of  Swinton  and  Pendlebury  on  the  east,  the  Borough  of  Eccles 
and  the  Urban  District  of  Irlam  to  the  south  and  the  County  Borough  of 
Bolton  and  Urban  District  of  Tyidesley  to  the  west. 

The  district  is  mixed  in  character  being  partly  rural,  partly 
residential  and  partly  industrialc  A  large  part  of  the  district  is 
subject  to  mining  subsidence  and  a  large  area  of  agricultural  land  north 
of  Malkins  Wood  Farm,  Boothstown,  has  become  submerged  by  water. 

The  district  is  well  served  by  transport  facilities,  both  rail 
and  bus  services.  The  Bridgewater  Canal,  along  which  large  quantities 
of  coal  are  transported,  traverses  the  district  fran  East  to  West. 

Two  trunk  roads,  the  Liverpool  East  Lancashire  Road  (A.380)  and 
Manchester  Road  (A. 6.)  pass  through  the  district.  In  addition  there  are 
many  mineral  lines  radiating  from  collieries  to  the  various  disposal 
points. 


A  wide  variety  of  industry  is  carried  on  in  the  district  and  new 
ones  are  also  being  established.  The  principal  industries  are  as  follows: - 
coal  mining,  cotton  spinning,  weaving  and  dying,  tailoring  and  garment 
making,  engineering,  chemical  manufacture  and  food  processing  and  packing. 

No  conditions  of  occupation  appear  to  have  had  a  prejudicial 
effect  on  the  health  of  residents  of  the  district. 

There  were  10,737  inhabited  houses  at  the  31st  December.  This 
represents  an  occupational  density  of  2.93  persons  per  occupied  dwelling 
house. 


Rateable  Value . 


The  rateable  values  of  all  properties  in  the  district  have  been 
re-assessed  by  the  Department  of  Inland  Revenue  during  the  year  and  this 
has  resulted  in  a  considerable  increase  in  the  rateable  value  of  the 
district. 


Year 

Rateable  Value 

Penny  Rate 

1954 

(Dec) . 

£179,306 

£720 

1953 

(Dec) . 

£311,087 

£1 ,130 

The  rate  however  will  not  be  based  on  the  new  figure  until  the 
1st  April,  1956. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 

ETC. 

Area  of  the  district  in  acres 

7,242 

Population  ~  1 9.5 1  Census 

27,363 

-  Registrar  General's  estimate 

mid  1955 

31,720 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  3'* st  December,  195b 

10,737 

Rateable  Value,  31st  December,  1955. 

£311,087 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  1 955 . 

£1 ,150 

M 

P 

Total 

(  Legitimate 

240 

204 

444 

Live  Births  (  Illegitimate 

10 

4 

14 

(  Total 

250 

208 

458 

Birth-rate  per  1 ,000  est.  population. 

Crude 

14.4 

Adjusted  15«3 

Stillbirths. 

7 

8 

15 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  births. 

32 

Deaths . 

179 

167 

346 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  estc  population. 

Crude 

10.9 

Adjusted  11.2 

Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

1 

1 

Maternity  rate  per  1,000  total  births. 

2.11 

Infant  Deaths  - 

Under  1  year  of  age. 

5 

6 

11 

Infant  mortality  rate. 

24 

Under  four  weeks  of  age0 

5 

5 

10 

Neo-mat al  mortal! tyc 

22 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  population. 

15o0 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population. 

11.7 

8 


POPULATION 

ACCORDING-  TO  CENSUS 


A  Includes  the  population  of  the  Urban  Districts  of  YYorsley 
and  Little  Hulton,  which  were  amalgamated  to  form  the 
present  Urban  District  of  Worsley. 


REGISTRAR  GENERAL ?  S  ESTIMATED 
POPULATION 
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LIVE  BIRTHS 


MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

LEGITIMATE 

240 

204 

Wf 

ILLEGITIMATE 

10 

4 

14 

TOTAL 

ro 

Ui 

o 

208 

458 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (Crude)  -  14.4 

(Adjusted)  -  15*3 
( Nati  onal )  -  1 5  o  0 

NOTE:-  The  crude  birth  rate  means  the  actual  rate  for  the  district. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  is  the  rate  which  would  have  resulted 
had  the  age  groups  of  population  in  Worsley  been  identical 
with  those  of  the  whole  of  England  ar.d  Wales. 


COMPARISON  OF  NATIONAL  AND  LOCAL  BIRTH  RATES 

FROM  1946  to  1935 


STILL  BIRTHS 


There  were  15  still  births  -  7  males  and  8  females  giving  a  still 
birth  rate  of  32  per  1  ,000  total  births. 
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DEATHS 


YEAR 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

1954 

193 

1 66 

359 

1955 

179 

167 

346 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (Crude)  -  10„9 

(Adjusted)  -  11.2 
(  Nati onal )  -  11.7 

NOTE  The  crude  death  rate  means  the  actual  rate  for  the 
district. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  is  the  rate  which  would  have 
resulted  had  the  age  groups  of  population  in  Worsley 
been  identical  with  those  for  England  and  V/ales. 


COMPARISON  OF  NATIONAL  AND  LOCAL  DEATH  RATES 


FROM  1 946  to  1955 


Death  Rates 
Nati  onal  — - — • 

Local  —  - - 
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DEATHS  AND  MORTALITY  RATES  FROM  CERTAIN  DISEASES 


MATERNAL  DEATHS  : 


Puerperal  Sepsis  -  Nil 
Other  causes  -  1 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000  total  births  --  2„11 


INFANT  DEATHS: 

(Under  one  year) 

M 

F 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

$ 

5 

A 

1 

Tot  8.1 

5 

6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1 „Q0Q  live  births 

24 

M 

F 

INFANT  DEATHS : 

Legitimate 

3 

4 

(Under  four  weeks) 

Illegitimate 

1 

R 

5 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1 SQ00  live  births  -  22 


DEATHS  FROM  CANCER 

Total 

M 

F 

Cancer 

of  stomach 

12 

6 

6 

of  lungs 

11 

11 

- 

of  breast 

3 

- 

3 

of  uterus 

A 

i 

- 

1 

it 

other  sites 

23 

1 1 

12 

All  forms 

50 

28 

22 

Mortality  Rate  from  Cancer  (All  forms)  per  1 ?CQQ  estimated  population  -  1.58 


DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 

(Respiratory) 


Total 

M 

F 

6 

5 

1 

Mortality  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) per  1 s000  estimated 

population 


0.19 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  FOR  1955  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS 


! - 

Infant  Mortality 

Neo-natal 

Rate 

per 

1000 

live 

births . 

CM  fA  CM  ON  (A 

fA  t-  t-  T-  r- 

No.  of 

deaths 

regis¬ 

tered. 

10 

6 

5 

7 

5 

Total 

i - 

Rate 

per 

1000 

live 

births. 

-t  O  ON  CM  CO 

CM  CM  t-  lA  t- 

No.  of 
deaths 
regis¬ 
tered. 

11 

9 

8 

12 

7 

f - - 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Rate 

per 

1000 

total 

births. 

2.11 

4.26 

2.33 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of 
deaths 
regis¬ 
tered. 

1 

2 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Still  Births 

Rate 

per 

1000 

total 

births. 

32 

28 

20 

29 

22 

Number 

regis¬ 

tered. 

r-  KN  NN  ON 

CA 

<D 

w 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Popln. 

ON  A-  ON  CM  t- 

•  •  ♦  •  • 

o  T-  ON  CM  LA 

T-  T-  T-  -r- 

Deaths 

(all  cai 

Number 

regis¬ 

tered. 

MO  ON  LA  v-  *A 

_+  LA  CO  -t 

?A  fA  CM  fA 

Live  Births 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Popln, 

^-aN-t-t-4- 

.  •  •  «  • 

T-  T-  T-  T-  T- 

Number 

regis¬ 

tered. 

CO  NO  -t  -d 

LT\  la  v-  A-  ON 

3  -t  -4-  ^  ^ 

Population 
Middle  of 
each  year. 

o  o  o  o  o 

CM  ON  CO  O  LA 

A-  LA  °0  ON  KN 

•V  *>  *  *  * 

_ocoA-r-- 

^  KN  CM  CM  CM 

r 

YEAR. 

lA  -4"  •'A  CM  ▼” 

LA  LA  LA  CA  iQ 

ON  ON  ON  ON  ON 

J - - - - 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH,  1955 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

M. 

5 

F. 

1 

TOTAL 

6 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

- 

1 

Cancer  (All  forms) 

28 

22 

50 

Diabetes 

1 

- 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

20 

28 

48 

Heart  disease 

63 

72 

135 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

5 

5 

10 

Influenza 

2 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

4 

3 

7 

Bronchitis 

14 

3 

17 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

3 

1 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

- 

4 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

5 

- 

5 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

1 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

13 

22 

35 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

3 

6 

All  other  accidents 

1 

4 

5 

Suicide 

5 

- 

5 

179 

167 

346 

AGE  PERIODS  OP  DEATHS  DURING  1955 


0  -  1 
years 

1  -  2 
years 

2-5 

years 

5-15 

years 

15  -  25 
years 

25  -  45 
years 

45  -  65 
years 

65  & 
over 

Total 

10 

1 

1 

1 

0 

26 

88 

219 

346 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1955/54/53 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . . . .  . . . 

Tuberculosis ,  other  ........ ......... . . . . . . 

Syphilitic  disease  . . . 

Diphtheria  . . . . . . . . 

Whooping  cough  .....o.»o»o.o0.o0. ......  «0«. ...... 

Meningococcal  infections  . - . . . 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . . . . . . 

Measles  . . . . . 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases . . . . . . 

Cancer  (All  forms)  ... . . . 

Di a"Ue t e s  ....oo..o.. ............................. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . 

Heart  disease  . . . 

Other  circulatory  diseases  . . 

j_  x  ,l£  lue  nz  a  ....................oo... ...... ........ 

Pneumonia  ............. . ............ ............ . 

Bronchitis  . . . . . . . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system . . 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenem  . 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . . 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . . . . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion . . 

Congenital  malformations  . . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . . 

All  other  accidents  . . . 

Suicide  . . . . . . 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . . 

Totals 


1955 

195^ 

1953 

6 

4 

5 

1 

3 

- 

50 

53 

I  1  !  00 

-i 

1 

4 

4 

48 

67 

25 

135 

130 

112 

10 

6 

12 

3 

5 

4 

7 

9 

9 

17 

21 

22 

4 

4 

3 

4 

3 

2 

5 

3 

2 

- 

4 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

- 

7 

j 

35 

21 

26 

6 

6 

- 

5 

9 

1 

5 

5 

4 

3 Uo 

359 

co 

CM 
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PREVENTION  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


SCARLET  FEVER  -  40  notified  cases. 


The  disease  has  become  less  severe  in  recent  years  and  new  methods 
of  treatment  prevent  many  of  the  complications  formerly  associated  with 
this  disease.  The  majority  of  cases  are  new  treated  at  home. 


MEASLES  -  310  notified  cases. 


There  was  an  increase  of  28  cases  over  last  year.  250  of  the  cases 
were  notified  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 

WHOOPING  COUGH  -  30  notified  cases 


There  were  39  cases  less  than  last  year 

ACUTE  PNEUMONIA  -  22  notified  cases 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS  -  1  notified  case 


DYSENTERY  -  77  notified  cases 


Over  the  past  twenty  years  dysentery  has  altered  from  being  a  fatal 
disease  with  a  case  mortality  of  39  per  cent,  to  a  mild  but  highly  infectious 
disease  with  fatality  rates  of  lower  than  0o2  per  cent. 

The  causative  organism  in  at  least  95  per  cent  of  the  cases  has  been 
shigella  sonne 

The  rates  are  higher  at  the  0-4  years  of  age  group  than  the  5  *  14 
and  children  in  the  first  four  years  of  life  are  twice  as  liable  to  dysentery 
as  those  in  the  subsequent  decade. 

At  the  present  time,  dysentery  appears  to  be  largely  a  winter 

disease . 


Shigella  sonnei  is  often  highly  infective  and  it  takes  only  a  few 
organisms  to  infect  a  child.  Personal  contact  is  a  commoner  means  of 
infection  than  food  or  food  utensils.  Personal  hygiene  should  be  strictly 

observed. 

The  prevention  of  dysentery  could  be  achieved  by  the  proper  cleansing 
of  hands  by  all,  Immediately  after  using  the  W.C.  as  well  as  before  handling 
children  or  food. 

Sixty-eight  of  the  cases  notified  occurred  in  the  second  quarter  of 
the  year  and  the  outbreak  originated  in  one  of  the  day  nurseries.  Patients 
and  contacts  were  excluded  from  day  nurseries  and  schools  until  negative 
samples  of  faeces  were  obtained.  In  addition  two  persons  engaged  in  food 
trades  were  excluded  from  their  employment  until  three  consecutive  samples 
of  faeces  had  been  proved  negative. 
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FOOD  POISONING 


20  notified  cases 


There  was  one  outbreak  involving  five  members  of  the  same  family 
and  fifteen  single  cases. 

Eighteen  cases  were  due  to  salmonella  typhimurium  organisms,  one 
case  was  due  to  salmonella  saarbrucken  and  in  one  case  the  organism  was 
not  identified. 

Artificial  cream  was  suspected  as  the  source  of  infection  in  the 
case  of  the  one  outbreak 0  A  sample  of  the  cream  could  not  be  obtained  as 
the  family  had  eaten  it  all.  However,  a  sample  was  taken  from  the  same 
batch  at  the  food  premises  but  no  food  poisoning  organisms  were  isolated. 

MENINGOCOCCAL  INFECTION  -  1  notified  case. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA  -  1  notified  case. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1 955 


CASES  NOTIFIED 


Total 

Cases 

Under 

1  yr. 

1- 

3- 

5° 

10- 

I15" 

25- 

45- 

65  & 

Over 

Removed 
to  Hosp, 

Scarlet  Fever 

40 

- 

7 

8 

22 

3 

- 

- 

16 

Measles. 

310 

13 

93 

9  9 

98 

6 

- 

1 

- 

-• 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

30 

6 

11 

5 

7 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Acute  Pneumonia 
(primary  and 
influenzal) . 

22 

* 

1 

1 

2 

ca 

2 

8 

;  '  '\  .  , 

3 

4 

1 

Acute  Polio¬ 
myelitis 
(paralytic) . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

~ 

- 

1 

Dysentery. 

77 

5 

22 

21 

14 

3 

1 

8 

2 

1 

3 

Erysipelas. 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

•  - 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Food.  Poisoning. 

20 

- 

5 

4 

5 

- 

- 

5 

1 

- 

- 

Menlngoc  occ  al 
Infection. 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Total. 

504 

26 

139 

138 

-—ST' - 

148 

12 

4 

23 

8 

6 

24 

/ 


18 


TUBERCULOSIS 


CASES  ADDED  TO  REGISTER  DURING  1 955 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Thirty-three  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  five  cases  of 
non-respiratory  tuberculosis  were  added  to  the  register  during  the  year. 
Of  these  eighteen  were  transferred  from  Salford  and  three  from  other 
areas. 

There  were  six  deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis. 


TUBERCULOSIS  ( ALL  FORMS ) 
CASES  AND  DEATHS  A 

1 946  -  1 955 


A  Registrar  General's  Figures. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


AMBULANCE 


Farnworth  Ambulance  Station.  Tel.  Farnworth  114 
(For  residents  North  of  East  Lancashire  Road) 

Eccles  Ambulance  Station.  Tel.  Eccles  2660  and  3050 
(For  residents  South  of  East  Lancashire  Road) 

CARE  OF  CHILDREN 

Area  Children9 s  Officer:  Mrs.  D.  B.  Roberts, 

Hyde  Lodge, 

Clarendon  Road, 

Eccles . 

Tel.  Eccles.  1877. 


CLINICS 

Ante -Natal 

Park  Road  Clinic,  Walkden. 

Little  Hulton  Clinic. 

Relaxation 

Park  Road,  Walkden. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Park  Road  Clinic,  Walkden. 

Little  Hulton  Clinic. 

Booths town  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Dental  Clinic 

Park  Road  Clinic,  Walkden. 

Little  Hulton  Clinic. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Park  Road  Clinic,  Walkden. 

Minor  Ailments 

Park  Road  Clinic,  Walkden. 

Eye  Clinic 

Park  Road  Clinic,  Walkden. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and  Chest  Clinic 

Chest  Clinic,  19  -  23,  Darley  Street,  Farnworth. 
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CLINICS  (CONTINUED) 


Venera!  Pis eases 

St.  Luke's  Clinic,  Duke  Street,  .Liverpool  Hoad,  Manchester. 3. 
DAY  NURSERIES 


There  are  wo  day  nurseries  in  the  district  : 


Wardley  Street  Day  Nursery,  Wal.kd.en, 

Ma45na.ll  Fold  Day  Nursery,  W&lkden. 

s. 

HEALTH  VISIT INS  SERVICE 

Full  tine  Health  Visitors  are  employed  in  the  area  by  the  Lancashin 
County  Council. 

HOMS  NURSING-  SERVICE 

Four  District  Nurses  are  employed  in  the  district. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

Provided  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  Apply  to  the 
Divisional  Health  Office,  33,  Green  lane,  Patri croft. 


HOSPITALS 

General  -  Bolton  Royal  Infirmary  %  Salford  Royal  Hospital;  etc.  , 
Infectious  Diseases  -  As t ley  Hospital,  Astley:  Hulton  Hospital, 

Bolton. 

Maternity  -  Bolton  District  General  Hospital,  Farnworth:  Hope 
Hospital,  Eceles :  Park  Hospital,  Davyhulme:  etc., 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester  and 
Regent  Road,  Salford. 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 


Domiciliary  mid  wives  employed  whole  time  in  the  area  by  Lancashire 
County  Council. 

.PUBLIC  BATHS 

At  the  Public  Baths,  Bridgewater  Road,  Walkden,  there  is  one 
swimming  pool,  six  slipper  baths  and  an  aeratone  bath. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the  year  1 955 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  WORSLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Mt'o  Chairmans  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  on  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1955.  Although  this  is  the 
second  report  which  has  appeared  under  my  name  it  is  the  first  report  on  a 
complete  year's  work  under  my  control. 

The  staff  of  the  department  remained  unchanged,  but  a  minor 
disturbance  was  caused  by  the  transfer  of  the  department  from  the  Town  Hall 
to  premises  at  2,  Bolton  Road,  Walkden. 

The  district  continues  to  grow  both  residentially  and  industrially. 
The  large  influx  of  Salford  people  onto  the  new  housing  estates  have  caused 
considerably  more  work  for  your  public  health  officers  than  one  might  have 
expected.  In  addition  to  the  routine  enquiries  concerning  infectious 
diseases,  your  sanitary  inspectors  have  spent  much  time  investigating  the 
many  and  varied  complaints  and  nuisances  which  have  been  reported.  These 
nuisances  often  arise  from  premises  adjoining  the  new  estates  and  include 
noise  nuisance  from  factories,  smoke  from  railway  engines,  dust  from  coal 
dumps  and  flies  from  piggeries.  In  addition  there  are  the  more  usual 
complaints  of  choked  drains,  insect  problems,  foul  smells,  water  lodging  on 
gardens  and  paths,  and  so  on.  Shops  on  the  new  housing  estates  are  also 
inspected  from  time  to  time. 

Although  Worsley  can  justifiably  be  considered  an  industrial  area 
its  appearance  is  not  typical  of  many  Lancashire  industrial  towns.  For  this 
our  thanks  are  due  to  the  planners  of  former  years  who  endowed  the  town  with 
wide  streets  and  pavements,  parks  and  open  spaces. 

However,  the  industrial  character  of  the  district  continues  to 
develop,  several  new  factories  having  been  erected  during  the  past  few  years 
and  the  inspection  of  their  canteens  and  other  sanitary  provisions  is 
demanding  more  of  your  officers9  time. 

The  summer  of  this  year  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the  best  within 
living  memory  and  though  we  all  enjoyed  the  almost  endless  hours  of  sunshine 
it  brought  special  problems  for  the  department.  These  were  mainly  insect 
infestations,  of  which  we  received  numerous  complaints.  Nuisance  from  flies 
mites,  cockroaches,  and  of  mosquitoes  in  the  Worsley  area,  all  received 
attention. 
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Much  time  was  spent  on  the  Survey  of  housing  conditions  in  the 
district  and  the  preparation  of  a  slum  clearance  programme.  A  report 
submitted  to  the  Council  in  June  indicated  that  200  houses  were  considered 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

The  much  heralded  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  has,  I  am 
afraid,  proved  very  ineffectual.  Pew  owners  have  considered  it  worth  their 
while  to  carry  cut  the  extensive  repairs  necessary  to  gain  the  few  shillings 

increase  in  rent.  n> 

A  number  of  owner- occupiers  have  received  improvement  grants  to 
modernise  their  houses,  but  not  one  tenanted  house  has  been  improved  under 

the  scheme. 

The  two  additional  sanitary  inspectors  were  also  appointed  inspectors 
under  the  Shops  Act,  1950  and  apart  from  inspections  during  normal  working 
hours,  many  visits  were  paid  concerning  Sunday  and  after  hours  trading. 

The  Chaseside  Shovel  and  dozer  purchased  in  May  has  proved  invaluable 
in  controlling  Berryfield  Tip.  A  charge  for  private  tipping  was  commenced, 
and  in  addition  to  being  a  source  of  income  has  discouraged  those  persons 
coming  into  the  district  to  gain  from  free  tipping. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  Doctor  Carroll  and  all  the  members  of  the  department  for 
their  help  and  support  during  the  year. 


I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


P.  HAWORTH 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  tt  SANITARY  INSPECTORS 
Housing  Act  9  1 936  °  1  934  Total  Visits 


Houses  »  inspected  and  recorded.  6 1 
Repairs  (Sections  9,  10  and  16).  70 
Demolitions  (Sections  11  and  13).  12 
Closing  (Section  10  L.G.A. ).  30 
Clearance  Areas  c  1 36 
Ove rcr  owding .  1 0 
Housing  Survey .  624 
Certificates  of  disrepair.  23 
Improvement  Grants.  23 
Rehousing.  1 
Mis  ceilane  ous .  1 1 

Public  Health  Act^  etc. 

Structural  Defects.  703 
Courts  and  Yards.  73 
Dustbins.  134 
Drain  inspections.  408 
Drain  tests.  26 
Water  closets.  149 
Privy  middens .  1 01 
Waste  water  closets.  29 
Pail  closets.  4 
Ashpits.  3 
Sewers .  1 86 
Water  supply.  34 
Bugs  (Privately  owned  houses).  7 
Rigs  (Council  houses) .  1 
Other  Insects  (Privately  owned  houses).  49 
Other  Insects  (Council  houses).  29 
Dirty  houses .  27 
Animals ,  poultry  etc. ,  21 
Accumulations.  99 
Owners  and  contractors  interviewed.  1  34 
Offensive  odours „  33 
Tents,  vans,  sheds,  fairs.  64 
Schools.  23 
Infectious  diseases .  304 
Food  poisoning.  56 
Rag  dealers .  1 
Factories.  1°2 
Outworkers .  1 0 
Rag  Flock  Act.  3 
Workplaces.  12 
Smoke  observations.  A2 
Visits  to  boiler  plants.  34 
Dost  nuisance.  2 
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Public  Health  Act  (Continued) . 


Total  Visits. 


Mineral  line.  1 
Noise  nuisance.  14 
Grit  emission.  7 
Shops  Act,  1950  (Ventilation,  temp.  etc.,).  175 
Shops  Act,  1950  (Other  visits).  108 
Cinemas ,  4 
Ice  Cream  premises.  64 
Bakehouse  s .  36 
Miscellaneous  food  preparation  premises.  41 
Pried  fish  shops.  2 
Butchers .  1 9 
Restaurants  and  cafes.  27 
Public  Houses  etc. ,  14 
Street  Vendors.  12 
Other  food  premises.  153 
Dairies  and  vehicles.  10 
Mineral  water  manufacturers.  3 
Canteens .  9 
Canning  factories.  18 
Slaughterhouses.  266 
Piggeries.  49 
Pams .  20 
Biblic  conveniences.  23 
Open  spaces,  tips,  etc.,  31 
Swimming  baths .  3 
Water  courses.  18 
Milk  (Bacteriological).  25 
Water  sampling.  14 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  Sampling  L.C.C.  3 
Ice  Cream  Sampling.  6 
Miscellaneous  sampling.  4 

Rodent  Control. 

Dwellinghouses.  303 
Other  premises.  139 
Tips,  open  spaces.  51 
Brook  courses,  embankments.  26 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Depot.  9 
Tips.  80 
Others.  30 

Air  Raid  Shelters.  94 
National  Assistance  Act.  2 
Miscellaneous  visits.  *  3&0 
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HOUSING 


Undoubtedly  housing  was  the  predominant  feature  of  the  department's 
activities  during  1955»  The  Central  Government  have  given  the  green  light 
for  Local  Authorities  to  go  ahead  and  prepare  their  slum  clearance  plans  and 
all  authorities  were  requested  to  submit  their  proposals  to  the  Ministry. 

In  order  to  formulate  a  programme  it  was  necessary  to  carry  out  a 
survey  of  the  housing  accommodation  in  the  district  and  this  occupied  a 
considerable  proportion  of  your  inspectors'  time  during  the  first  half  of  the 
year.  As  a  result  of  this  survey  200  houses  were  considered  to  be  unfit  for 
habitation  and  suitable  for  demolition. 

The  policy  for  rehousing  people  from  these  areas  had  not  been  decided 
by  the  end  of  the  year  and  consequently  no  new  clearance  areas  were  declared. 

It  was  found  during  the  survey  that  many  houses  in  terraces  which 
would  normally  be  included  in  slum  clearance  schemes  have  been  bought  by  the 
occupiers  and  reconditioned.  They  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes  fit  houses 
yet  are  sandwiched  between  unfit  houses.  These  will  cause  many  problems  when 
these  areas  are  considered  for  action. 

Confirmation  of  the  Hulton  Ward  Clearance  Areas  No.  18  (School  Street 
and  Johnson  Street)  was  received  during  the  year. 

296  unfit  houses  were  made  fit  as  a  result  of  notices  from  the 
department.  It  was  only  necessary  for  the  Council  to  carry  out  work  in 
default  of  the  owner  in  one  instance. 

Seven  certificates  of  disrepair  were  issued  during  the  year  and  one 
certificate  was  revoked. 


Statistics. 


Houses 

Plats 

Total 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:- 

1. 

By  the  local  authority. 

84 

20 

104 

2. 

By  local  authority  for  Salford. 

168 

64 

232 

3. 

By  other  bodies  or  persons. 

88 

- 

88 

Inspection 

of  dwellinghouses  during  the  year:- 

1 .  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected 
for  housing  defects. 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose. 
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1307 

2584 


Inspection  of  dwellinghouses  (Continued). 


2.  Dwellinghouses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  not  capable  at  reasonable  expense  of 
being  rendered  fit; 

Number  found  during  the  year,, 

Number  at  end  of  year. 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  during  the 
year  to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  but  capable  of 
being  rendered  fit. 

Clearance  Areas:- 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  during  year. 

Unfit  houses. 

Other  houses . 

2.  Number  of  persons  displaced. 


143 

200 


246 


35 

Nil 

87 


Houses  not  included  in  Clearance  Areas 


10  Houses  demolished  or  closed  during  year: 

Housing  Act ,  1 936  - 

Demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  (Section  11). 

Closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking 
given  by  owners  under  Section  11  and 
still  in  force. 

Parts  of  building  closed  (Section  12). 

Housing  Act,  1949  - 

Closed  as  a  result  of  closing  orders 
under  Sections  3(l)  and  3(2) 

Local  Government  (Misc.  Prov) .  Act, 1953 

Closed  as  a  result  of  closing  orders 
under  Sections  (10)1  and  11(2) 


Number 

of 

Houses 

Persons 

Displaced 

2 

5 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

7 
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Repairs  during  the  year: 


No.  of  Houses. 


Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  as  a  result  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  authority  under  Housing  or 
Public  Health  Acts.  292 

Public  Health  Acts  -  action  after  service  of  formal 
notice  -  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied: 

By  Owners  3 

By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  1 

Housing  Act  ,  1 936  -  action  after  service  of 
formal  notice  (Sections  9,  10,  11  and  16). 

By  Owners 

By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

Houses  reconstructed,  enlarged  or  improved  and 
demolition  orders  revoked  (Section  5).  Nil 


1 

Nil 


Unfit  houses  in  temporary  use  -  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954:- 

No.  of  Houses. 

Number  of  houses  at  end  of  year  retained  for 
temporary  accommodation  and  approved  for  grant 
under  Section  7« 

Number  of  separate  dwellings  contained  in  above. 

Number  of  houses  at  end  of  year  licensed  for 
temporary  occupation  (Section  6). 

Housing  Act ,  1949  ~  Improvement  Grants  etc. ,  -  Action  during  the  year. 


Private  bodies 

or  .Individuals 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Schemes . 

Dwellings. 

Submitted  by  private  individuals  to 

52 

Local  Authority. 

52 

Submitted  by  Local  Authority  to  Ministry. 

— 

Finally  approved  by  Ministry. 

— 

— 

Work  completed. 

34 

34 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  housing  defects  f ound  on 
ccsnplaint  and  inspection,  and  the  number  which  were  remedied  as  a  result  of 
notices  from  the  department. 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Found  Abated 

Houses  not  in  all  respects  fit  -  226  296 


Defects  to  : - 

Roofs  o 

52 

46 

Chimneys  . 

26 

29 

Cutters . 

47 

47 

Rainwater  pipes. 

27 

18 

External  walls. 

36 

35 

Soil  and  vent  pipes. 

109 

104 

Yard  surfaces  and  paths. 

20 

11 

Yard  walls  and  gates. 

15 

8 

Waste  pipes. 

7 

9 

Dustbins. 

39 

40 

Drains  -  choked. 

77 

76 

Drains  -  broken. 

31 

34 

Ceilings. 

27 

24 

Internal  walls. 

30 

34 

Internal  walls  -  damp. 

45 

43 

Skirtings . 

4 

8 

Floors, 

24 

16 

Firegrates  and  ovens. 

25 

11 

Flues . 

5 

1 

Windows . ' 

27 

27 

Doors  and  Frames. 

18 

6 

Sinks.  .. 

13 

7 

Washb oilers. 

1 

- 

Water  supply  -  Fittings. 

7 

4 

Water  supply  -  pipes. 

10 

6 

Staircases. 

4 

2 

Handrails. 

- 

2 

Electric  fittings. 

1 

- 

Gas  Pipes. 

3 

3 

Fresh  water  closets. 

40 

34 

Waste  water  closets. 

20 

20 

30 


FOOD  INSPECTION 


There  are  six  licenced  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  but  slaughtering 
was  only  carried  out  at  fire  of  them. 

All  animals  slaughtered  were  inspected,  and  owing  to  the  good  class  of 
animals  killed  the  amount  of  meat  condemned  was  comparatively  small. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and 
inspected  together  with  the  amount  of  meat  condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

— 

Pigs 

Number  killed. 

94 

39 

23 

907 

245 

Number  inspected. 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis- 

94 

39 

23 

907 

245 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 

■  - 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned. 

10 

8 

- 

<V\ 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis. 

10.6 

20.5 

vo_n 

1.6 

Tuberculosis  only  - 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Carcases  of  which  seme  part  or 
organ  was  condemned. 

16 

8 

- 

97 

40 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis. 

17 

20.5 

- 

10r? 

16.7 

Total  weight  of  carcase  meat  and  organs  condemned  14  cwts.  0  qrs.  6 j?  I  us. 


The  inspection  of  other  types  of  food  is  carried  out  during  routine 
visits  to  food  premises  or  on  request  of  shopkeepers.  The  following  table 


shows  the  amount 

Chestnuts 

of  food 
lbs. 
28 

condemned. 

Lambs  Tongues 

lbs. 

2i 

Bacon 

lbs. 

68-g- 

Luncheon  Meat 

185 

Stewed  steak 

27' 

Ox  Tongues 

16 

_  -i 

Cabbage 

9 

Peas 

33 

Pilchards 

32 

26 

Carrots 

12 

Jam 

8 

Flour 

Mixed  Vegetables 

10 

Boiled  Ham 

153! 

Pigs  kidneys 

700 

Apples 

35 

Cheese 

22 

Sugar 

47 

Dried  Beans 

14i 

910i 

Frozen  Egg 

56 

Sauce 

7 

10854? 

I52i 

Tinned  Salmon 

Tinned  tomatoes 

7f 

4 

Tinned  Fruit 

Corned  Beef 

72i 

Cake 

Miscellaneous 

Total  13,469?  lbs 

-  31  " 


Many  interesting  problems  arose  during  the  year  which  cold  statistics 
do  not  tell. 

In  one  instance  at  the  large  canning  factory  in  the  district,  your 
Sanitary  Inspectors  were  called  in  to  advise  on  a  particular  difficult  problem. 
A  consignment  of  tinned  salmon  reached  the  port  of  Liverpool  from  Vancouver 
via  the  Panama  Canal.  On  inspection  at  Liverpool  it  was  found  that  some  of 
the  tins  showed  “pin  holes'  and  sane  were  blown.  This  wa.s  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  glue  used  to  stick  the  labels  had  been  affected  by  the  extremes  of 
tempera-bore  on  the  journey  and  had  attacked  the  tin  plate.  The  Port  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  at  Liverpool  would  only  release  them  for  re '-canning  under 
the  supervision  of  the  local  health  authority.  We  agreed  to  undertake  the 
examination  and  supervision  of  the  re  canning  of  the  salmon  which  required 
almost  the  full  time  of  one  inspector  for  several  weeks.  Approximately  a 
quarter  of  a  million  tins  were  involved  of  which  1680  were  condemned.  Samples 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination  and  tin  containers 
were  submitted  to  the  Tinplate  Research  Station  for  their  observations. 

A  further  interesting  case  concerned  dried  milk  at  a  School  Meals 
Centre.  The  complaint  was  of  the  taste  of  the  milk.  Samples  sent  for 
bacteriological  examination  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory  due  to  high  bacterial 
count  and  presence  of  stapholococcus  aureous. 

The  milk  was  subsequently  withdrawn  fron  the  school  kitchen. 


Food  Hygiene 

Much  useful  work  was  carried  out  in  this  essential  service. 408  visits 
were  made  to  the  various  types  of  food  premises.  Along  with  these  inspections 
your  Sanitary  Inspectors  endeavoured  to  carry  out  propaganda  work  at  the  time 
of  the  visits.  Simple  explanations  of  the  need  for  cleanliness  of  premises 
and  for  personal  hygiene  were  given  to  the  food  handlers  on  the  premises.  To 
have  modern  equipment  and  up-to-date  premises  matters  nought  if  the  staff  are 
dirty  and  careless.  I  believe  that  these  talks  to  food  handlers  'on  the  job' 
are  fare  more  effective  than  holding  Food  Hygiene  Meetings  which  do  not 
attract  the  food  handlers  most  in  need  of  enlightenment. 

Types  of  Food  Premises  in  the  district. 

Number . 


General  grocers  and  provision  dealers.  108 
Greengrocers  and  fruiterers.  26 
Fishmongers  (including  those  selling  poultry, 

game  etc. ,) .  1 
Meat  shops  (butchers,  purveyors  of  cooked 

meats,  tripe).  33 
Bakers  and/or  confectioners.  48 
Fried  fish  shops.  33 
Shops  selling  mainly  sugar  confectioners,  ice  cream.  30 
Licensed  premises,  clubs,  canteens, cafes ,  snack  bars.  36 
Others.  21 


32 


Milk  and  Dairies. 


Number  of  distributors  registered  by  the  local  authority  and 
operating  from  : - 


(a) 

Dairies  in  the  district. 

3 

Ob) 

Dairy  farms  in  the  district. 

3 

(c) 

Shops  in  the  district  other  than  dairies 

61 

(a) 

Premises  outside  the  district. 

17 

Visits  to  Pood  Premises. 

Total  Visits. 

Ice  Cream  premises. 

64 

Bakehouses e 

36 

Miscellaneous  food  preparation  premises. 

41 

Pried  fish  shops. 

2 

But cherso 

19 

Restaurants  and  cafes. 

27 

Public  houses  etc. , 

14 

Street  vendors. 

12 

Other  food  premises. 

153 

Dairies  and  vehicles. 

10 

Mineral  water  manufacturers. 

3 

Canteens o 

9 

Canning  factories. 

18 

Slaughterhouses . 

266 

Defects  Pound  and  Abated. 

Pound. 

Abated. 

Hot  Water. 

25 

4 

Notice  -  ’Now  Wash  Your  Hands'. 

8 

7 

Washing  facilities  -  hands. 

13 

5 

Washing  facilities  -  utensils. 

10 

3 

Outdoor  clothes  storage. 

6 

2 

Towel,  soap,  brush  etc., 

7 

7 

Sinks. 

9 

2 

Drainage . 

9 

9 

Rodents  and  insects. 

6 

6 

Structural  defects. 

13 

7 

Walls  etc.,  -  cleanliness. 

22 

21 

Contamination,  dust  etc. , 

13 

6 

Pood  storage 

8 

3 

Impervious  surfaces. 

14 

4 

Protective  clothing. 

2 

— 

Pood  handling. 

4 

4 

Refuse  bins. 

13 

13 

Accumulations. 

13 

13 

Sanitary  accommodation. 

6 

6 

Hawkers  -  registration. 

2 

3 
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Defects  Found  and  Abated  (Continued). 


Name  on  stall. 

Milk  regulations o 
Ice  cream  regulations. 


Found.  Abated. 


2  3 

3  3 

3  3 


Food  and  Drugs  Sampling. 


The  following  samples  were  submitted  for  examination 


Ice  Cream  and  Ice  Lollies 

19 

3  Samples  were  in  Grade  4  - 
Methylene  Blue  Test.  As 
a  result  of  advice  given 
and  re-sampling  Grades 

1  and  2  were  obtained. 

Milk. 

16 

10  Biological  tests  of  raw  milk 

4  Pasteurised. 

2  Sterilised. 

All  results  were  satisfactory. 

Canned  Salmon. 

13 

Bacteriological  examination 
showed  that  salmon  was  sterile. 

Canned  Salmon. 

5 

Chemical  examination  - 

satisfactory. 

Dried  Milk. 

12 

5  Results  unsatisfactory.  The 
dried  milk  was  subsequently 
withdrawn  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

Dried  Milk. 

1 

Chemical  examination  of  milk 
and  plastic  container  - 
satisfactory. 

Artificial  cream. 

4 

No  pathogenic  organisms 

isolated. 

Tinned  steak  and  kidney  pies. 

4 

n  »»  n 

Unsweetened  condensed  milk. 

1 

it  n  H 

Water  -  Public  supply. 

12 

Satisfactory. 

Public  Baths. 

2 

Satisfact or y. 

Private  supply  (shallow  well). 

2 

Unsatisf act  ory . 

/ 


34 


I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
following  details  of  samples  taken  under  the  provisions  of  Section  68  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 


A  total  of  145  samples  was  obtained,  of  these  95  were  of  milk  (this 
total  includes  one  Channel  Island  milk)  and  the  50  others  comprised: - 


3  Castor  oil 

1  National  milk  loaf 
3  Lard 

2  Pork  sausages 
1  Lentils 

3  Barley 

1  Milk  bread 
1  Flour  confectionery 
3  Coffee 
3  Plain  flour 
1  Mustard  compound 

1  Meat  paste 

2  Fish  paste 

2  Olive  oil 

3  Bacon 


2  Camphorated  oil 
2  Cocoa 
2  Semolina 
2  Margarine 
1  Orange  Drink 
1  Beef  sausages 
1  Gravy  browning 

1  Chicken  fillets,  canned 

2  Tincture  of  iodine 
1  Butter 

1  Cream  of  chicken  soup,  canned 
1  Soup,  canned 

1  Marzipan 

2  Vegetables,  dried 


All  the  above  samples  were  reported  by  the  County  Analyst  to  be 
genuine  with  the  exception  of  the  following 


Sample 

Result  of  Analysis 

Action  Taken 

1  Plain  Flour 

Contained  only  2^f  ounces  of  creta 
praeparata  per  280  pounds  and 
only  1 . 25  milligrams  of  iron  and 
0*15  milligrams  of  Vitamin  B 
per  100 

Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food 
informed. 

1  Formal  milk 

The  freezing  point  indicated  the 
presence  of  1.5$  extraneous 
water. 

Vendor  cautioned  and 
further  sample 
obtained. 

1  Orange  drink 

No  name  of  food  on  label  except 
the  words  "Gold  Spot  Special". 

Further  sample. 

1  Informal  milk 

Deficient  1.6$  fat. 

Vendor  notified. 
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S  AMTARY  C IRCU  M3  TANCES 


Water  Supply. 


The  towns  water  is  obtained  from  the  mains  supply  of  the  Bolton  and 
Manchester  Corporations.  With  the  exception  of  the  farm  cottage  at  Rawsons 
i’th  Nook  every  house  in  the  district  is  connected  to  the  main  and  has  its 
own  internal  water  supply.  The  water  is  of  good  quality  and  is  maintained 
at  constant  pressure. 

Several  complaints  of  the  quality  of  the  water  supply,  mainly  of 
discolouration,  were  received,  and  eleven  samples  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  three  for  chemical  analysis.  All  except  one 
case  of  discolouration  resulted  from  repairs  to  mains  in  the  locality  and 
were  of  short  duration.  In  one  instance  the  cause  was  due  to  the  condition 
of  a  "dead  end"  length  of  main  which  received  the  attention  of  Manchester 
Corporation  water  department. 

Two  samples  of  water  from  the  well  at  Rawsons  i'th  Nook  were  taken, 
both  of  which  were  unsatisfactory.  Representations  were  made  to  the  owner 
regarding  the  supply. 

Streams. 


Eighteen  inspections  of  streams  were  made  with  a  view  to  detecting 
sources  of  pollution.  In  two  cases  improvements  were  effected. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  drainage  and  sewerage  system  is  of  the  type  known  as  the  dual 
system  in  which  the  foul  sewage  and  surface  water  are  conveyed  in  separate 
sewers  to  their  points  of  outlet.  Extensions  were  made  to  the  sewers  to 
serve  Council  and  private  housing  estates.  Except  for  a  few  isolated  farms 
and  cottages  the  whole  of  the  district  is  on  a  proper  sewerage  system. 
Sewers  in  certain  areas  of  the  district  are  subject  to  damage  from  time  to 
time  fran  mining  subsidence.  The  sewage  from  a  small  area  in  Little  Hulton 
is  treated  at  the  Worsley  Road  sewage  works,  the  remainder  is  conveyed  by 
trunk  sewer  to  the  Eccles  Corporation  sewage  works  for  treatment. 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

The  following  conversions  were  carried  out  during  the  year  - 

Privy  middens  to  fresh  water  closets  6 

Waste  water  closets  to  fresh  water  closets  -  20 

The  Council  have  adopted  a  scheme  under  Section  47  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  whereby  a  grant  of  half  the  cost,  or  £12  whichever  is 
the  smaller  is  made  towards  the  cost  of  converting  insanitary  closets  to 
fresh  water  closets. 
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Disinfections. 


Thirteen  houses  were  disinfected  by  formalin  spray  or  formaldehyde 
fumigators  after  cases  of  infectious  diseases. 


Insect  Control. 

The  year  1955  will  be  remembered  as  a  particularly  warm  summer  but 
it  brought  its  share  of  troubles  for  your  Sanitary  Inspectors.  The  warm 
conditions  gave  rise  to  a  number  of  complaints  of  insect  pests,  many  of 
which  were  not  of  the  type  which  have  caused  trouble  in  the  past. 


Mosquitoes.  There  was  a  complaint  of  nuisance  from  mosquitoes 
invading  houses  in  the  vicinity  of  Worsley  Dam.  This  area  of  overgrown  and 
stagnant  water  was  the  breeding  ground  for  a  non-malarial  type  of  mosquito. 
Specimens  were  submitted  to  the  local  entomologist  and  identified.  The 
spraying  of  this  fairly  large  area  proved  rather  difficult  but  some  measure 
of  success  was  achieved.  To  remove  the  breeding  grounds,  the  whole  area  is 
in  need  of  dredging. 


Mites.  Several  complaints  of  white  and  red  mites  were  received  from 
the  residents  of  new  houses.  Control  measures  proved  exceptionally  difficult 
as  these  mites  which  were  living  in  the  small  cracks  behind  plaster,  skirtings 
and  windows,  were  not  susceptible  to  the  usual  insecticides.  After  much 
trial  and  error  it  has  been  found  that  one  of  the  recently  developed 
insecticides  has  given  some  measure  of  control. 


In  addition  we  had  the  usual  complaints  of  cockroaches,  flies  and 
golden  spider  beetles.  Cockroaches  are  particularly  difficult  to  eliminate 
in  the  older  houses. 

It  is  notable  that  infestations  of  bugs  and  fleas,  at  one  time  the 
most  numerous  type  of  complaint,  are  now  very  few  and  far  between.  I  think 
this  is  due  to  the  sterling  work  done  in  the  past,  the  use  of  D.D.T.  and 
other  insecticides  and  the  general  higher  standard  of  cleanliness  of  people 
to-day. 


Canal  Boats. 

There  were  no  inspections  of  canal  boats.  None  of  the  boats 
operating  from  the  district  are  occupied  as  dwellings. 
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Public  Conveniences . 


There  are  four  public  conveniences  in  the  area  namely 


1.  Manchester  Road  West,  Walkden. 

2.  .  Manchester  Road  West,  Little  Hulton. 

3.  Worsley  Road,  Little  Hulton, 

4.  Barton  Road,  Worsley. 


Males 

2 

W.C’s. 

8  urinal 

stalls 

Females 

-  2 

W.C’s. 

Males 

-  1 

W.C. 

4  urinal 

stalls 

Females 

-  2 

W.C’s. 

Males 

-  1 

W.C. 

3  urinal 

stalls 

Females 

-  1 

W.C. 

Males 

-  3 

W.C’s. 

5  urinal 

stalls 

Females 

-  3 

W.C’s. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

The  actual  time  spent  on  this  important  branch  of  public  health  does 
not  always  give  a  true  indication  of  the  value  of  the  work.  It  should  be 
remembered  that  an  inspector  is  constantly  on  the  look  out  for  the  tell-tale 
chimney  whenever  he  is  on  his  district  and  consequently  the  time  he  does 
spend  is  devoted  to  those  cases  which  really  need  attention. 

In  connection  with  this  work  1+2  smoke  observations  and  34  visits  to 
boiler  plants  and  furnaces  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

One  large  firm  has  changed  from  solid  fuel  (coal)  to  oil  burning 
with  same  improvement,  particularly  regarding  grit  emission  It  is  however 
emphasised  that  oil  burning  is  not  necessarily  smokeless  unless  suitable 
appliances  are  used  and  strict  supervision  is  exercised. 

An  increasingly  important  source  of  pollution  is  grit  emission.  Of 
the  two  nuisances  which  occurred,  one  had  been  abated  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

With  regard  to  domestic  smoke  it  may  be  seen  that  under  the  proposed 
Clean  Air  Bill  all  Councils  are  able  to  set  up  "Smoke  Control  Zones".  It  is 
perhaps  worthy  of  note  that  all  post  war  Council  houses  have  not  been  fitted 
with  appliances  capable  of  burning  smokeless  fuels  efficiently.  Worsley 
could  well  follow  the  lead  of  other  Councils  in  this  respect. 

Factories. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  inspections  carried  out  during 
the  year  and  the  defects  which  were  found  and  remedied. 
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Factories  (Continued) . 


INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 


Premises, 

Number 

on 

Register, 

Number 

of 

Inspections, 

No.  of 

written 

notices. 

No.  of 
occupiers 
prosecuted. 

Factories  without 
mechanical  power. 

6 

- 

- 

Factories  with  mechanical 
power. 

115 

135 

13 

- 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  Local  Authority. 

1? 

7 

2 

Totals. 

138 

162 

15 

- 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Referred 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Reme¬ 

died. 

to  H.  M. 
Inspector. 

by  H.  M. 
Inspector 

Prosecutions 

Want  of  cleanliness. 

. 

. 

. 

«K> 

a 

0 ve  rereading . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unre  as  enable  t emperatur e . 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation. 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  to  floors. 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences:- 

Insufficient. 

8 

3 

— 

- 

- 

Unsuitable  or  defective. 

7 

7 

- 

3 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals. 

15 

12 

- 

3 

Shops, 

284  Inspections  were  made  for  all  purposes  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950* 
Many  complaints  of  Sunday  and  after  hours  trading  were  received  and  a  large 
number  of  inspections  were  made  in  this  connection. 
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Shops  ( Continued) , 


A  successful  prosecution  was  made  against  the  occupier  of  one  shop 
for  the  sale  of  prohibited  articles  on  Sunday. 

Defects  Pound  and  Remedied. 


Pound. 


Lighting.  1 
Temperature .  4 
Washing  facilities.  3 
Sanitary  conveniences.  3 
Facilities  for  meals.  3 
Seats  for  females.  6 
Notices  not  displayed.  23 
Weekly  half-day.  31 
Closing  hours.  34 
Sunday  trading.  21 
Young  persons.  1 


Abated. 


1 

1 


20 

31 

34 

21 

1 


MISCELLANEOUS  NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  POUND 


Accumulati ons . 

Water  under  floors. 
Dirty  houses. 
Animals  a  nuisance. 


Found. 


34 

8 

3 

8 


Abated. 

30 

2 

2 

3 


Complaints . 


451  complaints  were  made  to  the  Department  by  telephone,  letter  or 
by  personal  visits. 


Notices  Served. 

332  informal  and  35  statutory  notices  were  served. 


Legal  Proceedings. 


The  following  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year  : - 
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Legal  Proceedings  (Continued) . 


Nature  of  Proceedings. 

Result . 

Failure  to  comply  with  an.  abatement 
notice  (Section  93  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936). 

Nuisance  Order  made  and  costs 
£4o  17s.  6d0  awarded  to 
Council. 

3  Appeals  by  owners  against  notices 
requiring  the  provision  of  dust¬ 
bins  (Section  75  of  the  Public 

Health  Act,  1936). 

Appeals  dismissed. 

No  costs  awarded. 

Appeal  by  owner  against  the 
provision  of  a  dustbin,  in  place 
of  ashpit.  (Section  75  of  the 

Public  Health  Act,  1936). 

Appeal  allowed. 

No  costs  awarded. 

LI 


( 


RODENT  CONTROL 


One  rodent  operative  is  engaged  in  this  work.  A  free  service  is 
given  to  householders  and  a  charge  is  made  for  treatment  at  business  premises. 

The  following  surface  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  year  : - 


Dwellinghouses . 

249 

Local  Authority  Premises. 

26 

Business  Premises. 

22 

In  addition  the  sewers  were  treated  in  April  and  September.  There 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  serious  infestation  of  the  Council9 s  sewers. 

PETROLEUM _ ( RE&ULATION)  ACTS,  1928  AND  1936 

The  following  licences  to  store  petroleum  spirit  were  issued 
during  the  year  s - 

Not  exceeding  100  gallons . .  ...  ...  . ..  . .  2 


Exceeding 

100 

gallons  not 

exceeding  500  gallons 

,..  11 

m 

500 

tf 

ft 

"  1000  gallons 

...  8 

M 

1000 

ft 

I? 

H  5000  gallons 

...  13 

ft 

5000 

ti 

•  o  a 

O  •  •  •  •  O  0  ©  •  00©  900  9  0  9 

1 

9  0  9  * 

One  licence  to  store  Carbide  of  Calcium  was  issued. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


It  has  not  been  possible  to  maintain  a  weekly  collection  of  refuse 
during  the  year  and  the  interval  between  collections  varied  between  eight 
and  twelve  days. 

The  following  vehicles  are  employed  in  the  collection  of  house 
refuse  : - 


Type. 

Registration 

Number. 

Date  of 
Purchase . 

Karrier  C.K.3.  side  loading. 

-  do  -  "  " 

-  do  -  "  " 

-  do  -  "  " 

-  do  -  "  " 

Karrier  Gamecock.  "  n 

-  do  -  "  " 

HVM.  956 

JVMo  256 

JVM.  257 

LVM.  460 

LVR.  701 

ENA.  849 

PND.  63 0 

30/  6/1347 
30/10/1948 
30/10/1948 
1/  3/1951 

16/  6/1951 
12/  7/1954 

12/10/1954 

Six  trailers  are  provided  for  the  collection  of  waste  paper  during 
the  routine  collection  of  household  refuse. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  (Continued). 


A  bonus  scheme  whereby  the  men  share  30ft>  of  the  income  from  the  sale 
of  salvage  is  in  operation. 

Effort  was  made  to  bring  Berryfield  Tip,  where  all  refuse  is  tipped, 
under  more  effective  control.  Considerable  nuisance  was  being  caused  by 
smoke  and  smell  due  to  widespread  fire.  In  the  first  instance  the  co-operation 
of  the  National  Coal  Board  was  obtained,  who  discharged  hundreds  of  loads  of 
sludge  from  their  coal  washing  plant  onto  the  burning  faces.  This  effectively 
damped  down  the  fire  and  enabled  us  to  begin  more  systematic  tipping  in 
shallower  layers,  with  the  aid  of  the  Chaseside  Shovel  and  Bulldozer  purchased 
in  May.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  nuisance  had  been  removed  and  the  tip  was 
assuming  a  more  tidy  appearance. 
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Salvage  Collection  and  Sales „ 

- : - - - -r- - - - - 

Year  ending  31st  December,  1 933 • 


MATERIAL 

QUANTITY 

INCOME 

T. 

c. 

q. 

£  0 

Sc 

d. 

Waste  Paper o 

252. 

19. 

0. 

2,076c 

14. 

7. 

RagSo 

2c 

8. 

2. 

52. 

3. 

2. 

Scrap  Metal. 

. 

9. 

1. 

2- 

9‘ 

1. 

6. 

Totals . 

264  0 

.. 

9. 

G„ 

2,137. 

19. 

3. 

TOTALS  FOR  1954 

245  0 

6. 

1. 

1,552. 

3. 

1. 

Salvage  Collection  and  Sales  from  1941 


YEAR 

WEIGHT 

INCOME 

T. 

O  O 

q» 

£0 

s. 

d. 

1941 

182. 

8. 

3« 

702. 

11. 

0. 

1942 

378. 

I60 

1. 

1 ,454. 

6. 

9. 

1943 

419. 

11. 

2. 

1 ,436 . 

3. 

9. 

1944 

365. 

8. 

3. 

1,208. 

1. 

9. 

1945 

282. 

6c 

2. 

817. 

17. 

4.  • 

1S46 

274c 

£ 

^  • 

4c 

0 

K"\ 

-t 

CO 

13. 

5. 

1947 

247. 

9. 

2. 

910. 

13. 

4. 

1948 

241c 

9. 

2. 

1,045. 

13. 

9. 

1949 

162c 

16 . 

3» 

628. 

15. 

8. 

1950 

67» 

9. 

1. 

274. 

11c 

6. 

1951 

121. 

18c 

3. 

1 ,474. 

8. 

6 . 

1952 

161. 

16. 

3c 

1,028. 

1. 

7. 

1953 

166c 

IS. 

Oo 

664. 

15c 

1 . 

1954 

245  c 

6. 

1c 

1,552. 

3. 

1. 

1955 

264. 

9. 

0. 

2,137c 

19c 

3. 

TOTALS 

3,582. 

11. 

2. 

16,179. 

15. 

9. 
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